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DATGANIAD I’R WASG / PRESS RELEASE (English version follows)

22 Ebrill / April 2009
UCAC yn galw am ariannu teg i addysg ôl-16

Bydd UCAC yn lansio ymgyrch dros ariannu teg i addysg ôl-16 yn ei Gynhadledd Flynyddol yn Llandrindod, 24-25 Ebrill. Mae’r undeb yn gofyn am system ariannu glir, teg a thryloyw, sy’n galluogi ysgolion i gynllunio’n effeithiol.
Mae Llywodraeth y Cynulliad yn disgwyl i Ddosbarthiadau Chwech a Cholegau weithredu newidiadau sylfaenol a fydd yn cynyddu nifer y cyrsiau sydd ar gael i ddysgwyr, yn enwedig cyrsiau galwedigaethol.
Cyhoeddwyd toriad dirybudd o 7.43% i’r gyllideb ôl-16 gan Lywodraeth y Cynulliad ym mis Mawrth -  toriad a fyddai’n golygu lleihad mewn gwariant o dros 25% y pen ar gyfer disgyblion mewn rhai ysgolion. Ers hynny mae’r Llywodraeth wedi cyhoeddi arian ychwanegol i’r sector, ond nid yw’n glir eto sut y caiff ei rannu.
“Mae disgwyl i sefydliadau ehangu’r ddarpariaeth i ddysgwyr 16-19 yn sylweddol, a chydweithio â’i gilydd i wneud hynny” meddai Elaine Edwards, Ysgrifennydd Cyffredinol UCAC. “Yn naturiol, mae costau sylweddol yn deillio o hynny, ac mae’n rhaid i unrhyw setliad ariannol adlewyrchu hynny.”

“Nid oes unrhyw fodd i ysgolion a cholegau ehangu’r ddarpariaeth gyda llai o arian yn y pot. Canlyniad toriadau yw diswyddiadau. Canlyniad diswyddiadau yw lleihad yn y nifer o gyrsiau. Ai dyna beth mae’r Llywodraeth am ei weld?” meddai Swyddog Polisi UCAC, Rebecca Williams. 
“Rydym yn galw am system ariannu glir a dibynadwy sy’n galluogi Rheolwyr ysgolion a cholegau i gynllunio’u darpariaeth yn effeithiol a phroffesiynol. Dyna’r unig ffordd o gynnig sefydlogrwydd i ddysgwyr a staff fel ei gilydd.”
DIWEDD

Nodiadau

· Mae Cynhadledd Flynyddol UCAC yng Ngwesty’r Metropole, Llandrindod, 24-25 Ebrill 2009

· Mae gan UCAC 5000 o aelodau sy’n athrawon, prifathrawon ac yn ddarlithwyr

· UCAC yw’r unig Undeb Athrawon â’i bencadlys yng Nghymru, ac yn gweithio drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg
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UCAC calls for fair funding for post-16 education

UCAC will be launching a campaign calling for fair funding for post-16 education during its Annual Conference in Llandrindod Wells, 24-25 April. The union is asking for a clear, fair and transparent funding system that will enable schools to plan effectively.

The Assembly Government is expecting Sixth Forms and Colleges to implement fundamental changes which will increase the number of courses available to learners, particularly vocational courses.

A shock cut of 7.43% to the post-16 budget was announced by the Assembly Government in March – a cut which would result in a 25% per pupil reduction in expenditure in some schools. Since then, the Government has announced additional funding for the sector, but it is not yet clear how it will be distributed.

“Institutions are expected to work together to substantially increase the provision for 16-19 learners,” said Elaine Edwards, UCAC’s General Secretary. “Naturally, considerable costs will arise from this, and any financial settlement must reflect that.”

“It’s just not possible for schools and colleges to expand the provision with less money in the pot. Cuts lead to redundancies. Redundancies lead to fewer courses. Is that really what the Government wants?”

“We are calling for a clear and reliable funding system which enables school and college leaders to plan their provision effectively and professionally. That is the only way of ensuring stability for both learners and staff.”

END

Notes

· UCAC’s Annual Conference is in the Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells, 24-25 April 2009

· UCAC has 5000 members, consisting of teachers, head teachers and lecturers

· UCAC in the only teacher’s union with its headquarters in Wales, and working through the medium of Welsh

For further information, contact:

Elaine Edwards, General Secretary: 07787 573707 / Rebecca Williams, Policy Officer: 07787 572180
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