[image: image1.jpg]UCAC
Undeb
4 Cenedlaethol
Athrawon
N

Cymru



 

DATGANIAD I’R WASG / PRESS RELEASE (English version follows)

21 Ebrill 2009

LLYWYDD CENEDLAETHOL UCAC 2009-2010

Yn ei araith i Gynhadledd Flynyddol Undeb Cenedlaethol Athrawon Cymru yn Llandrindod y penwythnos hwn bydd y Llywydd Cenedlaethol newydd, Gwynn Griffith yn rhybuddio Llywodraeth y Cynulliad bod argyfwng yn wynebu ysgolion a cholegau Cymru.
“Tra’n croesawu datblygiadau megis y Cyfnod Sylfaen a’r Mesur Dysgu a Sgiliau” meddai, “maent  yn gosod her sylweddol, a heb gyllid digonol bydd y pwysau ar athrawon, penaethiaid ac ysgolion yn aruthrol”. 

Dywed fod cyhoeddiad dirybudd y Dirprwy Weinidog dros Sgiliau y byddai gostyngiad o 7.43% yn yr arian sydd ar gael ar gyfer addysg ôl-16, tra’n dweud ei bod yn ofynnol i ysgolion a cholegau ddarparu mwy o gyrsiau, yn “dangos bod y Llywodraeth yn byw mewn byd afreal lle gellir cael llond chwart i botel peint.  Ni ellir disgwyl i ysgolion wneud mwy efo llai o arian.”
Bydd yn tynnu sylw at y pryder gwirioneddol am barhad addysg Chweched Dosbarth mewn ysgolion ledled Cymru a dywed y gallai canoli’r ddarpariaeth mewn rhai canolfannau arwain at lai a llai’n dewis astudio trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg.
“Fel darpar Lywydd yr undeb, rwyf yn hynod falch bod UCAC wedi arwain ymgyrch i sicrhau bod y Mesur Dysgu a Sgiliau yn cynnwys cymal yn cyfeirio at gyfrifoldeb i hybu mynediad at, ac argaeledd, darpariaeth cyfrwng Cymraeg.  Ni fyddai’r un undeb arall” meddai, “wedi ystyried am funud ymgyrchu fel hyn dros yr hawl i astudio trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg.”
“Ond diwedd y gân yw’r geiniog” ychwanegodd, “ a rhaid gwneud yn siŵr bod yr adnoddau ar gael i sicrhau nad addewid gwag mo’r ymrwymiad hwn.”
Ychwanegodd ei fod fel Pennaeth ysgol gynradd yn croesawu’r Cyfnod Sylfaen ond “gobeithio bod y llywodraeth wedi dysgu gwers wedi i Jane Hutt, y Gweinidog Addysg, orfod cynyddu’r cyllid oedd ar gael ar gyfer y cynllun blaengar hwn ar gyfer plant ieuengaf ein hysgolion.”
Bydd hefyd yn mynegi pryder am oblygiadau’r rheol o Fedi 2009 ymlaen na fydd athrawon yn cael eu defnyddio ar gyfer cyflenwi yn absenoldeb eu cyd-weithwyr.   Dywed ei fod yn croesawu’r  cyfle i athrawon fedru canolbwyntio ar waith cynllunio a pharatoi ond “beth am yr oblygiadau ariannol i ysgolion?” gofynnodd,  gan ychwanegu “rhaid wrth arian digonol i dalu am athrawon cyflenwi neu gallai ysgolion wynebu sefyllfa o orfod diswyddo i dalu am y drefn newydd.”
DIWEDD

Nodiadau

· Mae Cynhadledd Flynyddol UCAC yng Ngwesty’r Metropole, Llandrindod, 24-25 Ebrill 2009

· Mae gan UCAC 5000 o aelodau sy’n athrawon, prifathrawon ac yn ddarlithwyr

· UCAC yw’r unig Undeb Athrawon â’i bencadlys yng Nghymru, ac yn gweithio drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg

· Llywydd Cenedlaethol UCAC ar gyfer 2009-2010 yw Gwynn Griffith, pennaeth Ysgol Gynradd Llanddoged ger Llanrwst.  Er yn enedigol o Ynys Môn, bu’n byw yn Nyffryn Conwy ers pan yn 9 oed.  Wedi hyfforddi i fod yn athro ym Mangor, dychwelodd i ddysgu yn ei hen ysgol gynradd yn Nhrefriw cyn cael ei benodi’n Ddirprwy Bennaeth Ysgol Morfa Rhianedd yn Llandudno.  Mae’n bennaeth Ysgol Gynradd Llanddoged ers 20 mlynedd ac mae’n  dad i ddau o feibion, Tom a Siôn.  Mae’n aelod brwdfrydig o Ddawnswyr Dyffryn Conwy, yn weithgar iawn efo’r Urdd ac yn cefnogi mudiadau lleol megis Cymdeithas hanes Trefriw.  Ymysg ei ddiddordebau eraill mae garddio a chrwydro’r bryniau a’r mynyddoedd o amgylch ei gartref yng Nghwm Crafnant ger Trefriw.
Am fanylion pellach cysylltwch â:

Elaine Edwards, Ysgrifennydd Cyffredinol: 07787 573707 / Rebecca Williams, Swyddog Polisi: 07787 572180
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UCAC’S NATIONAL PRESIDENT 2009-2010
In his speech to the Annual Conference of UCAC Teachers’ Union in Llandrindod this weekend, the new President, Gwynn Griffith, will warn the Assembly Government that Welsh schools and colleges are facing a crisis.

“I welcome developments such as the Foundation Phase and the Learning and Skills Measure” he said, “however they do present a substantial challenge and without sufficient funds, the pressure on teachers, heads and schools will be immense.” 

He said that the unexpected announcement by the Deputy Minister for Skills of a 7.43% cut in post-16 education funding, while requiring schools and colleges to provide more courses, showed “that the Government was living in an unreal world where you can put a quart into a pint pot. Schools cannot be expected to do more with less money.”
He will draw attention to the real concern over the continuation of Sixth Form education in schools all over Wales and he says that centralising the provision in a few centres could lead to fewer and fewer choosing to study through the medium of Welsh.

“As the forthcoming President of the union, I’m extremely pleased that UCAC has led a campaign to ensure that the Learning and Skills Measure includes a clause about promoting access and availability of courses in Welsh.  No other union,” he said, “would have considered campaigning like this for the right to study through the medium of Welsh.”
“But it all comes down to money in the end,” he added, “and it is necessary to make sure that resources are available to ensure that this commitment is not an empty promise.”
He added that as head of a primary school he welcomed the Foundation Phase but he hopes “that the Government has learnt a lesson after Jane Hutt, the Minister for Education, had to increase the funds available for this innovative scheme for the youngest children in our schools.”

He also expressed concern about the implications of the rule from September 2009 onwards that teachers cannot be used to cover lessons in the absence of their fellow teachers. He welcomed the opportunity for teachers to be able to concentrate on planning and preparation but “what about the financial implications for schools?” he asked, adding “there must be sufficient money to pay for supply teachers, or schools could face a situation of having to dismiss staff to cover the costs of the new arrangements.”
END

Notes

· UCAC’s national Conference will take place 24– 25 April at the Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells.

· UCAC has 5000 members who are teachers, head teachers and lecturers
· UCAC is the only teachers’ union with its headquarters in Wales and which works through the medium of Welsh.

· UCAC’s National President for 2009-2010 is Gwynn Griffith, head of Llanddoged Primary School near Llanrwst.  Even though he was born in Anglesey, he has lived in the Conwy Valley since he was 9 years old. After training to be a teacher in Bangor, he returned to teach at his old primary school in Trefriw before being appointed Deputy Head in Morfa Rhianedd Primary School in Llandudno. He has been the head of Llanddoged Primary School for 20 years and has two sons, Tom and Siôn.  He is a dedicated member of Dawnswyr Dyffryn Conwy (Conwy Valley Dancers), is very active with the Urdd youth movement and supports local associations such as the Trefriw Historical Society.  His other interests include gardening and hiking in the hills and mountains around his home in Crafnant Valley near Trefriw.
For further information contact:

Elaine Edwards, General Secretary: 07787 573707 / Rebecca Williams, Policy Officer: 07787 572180
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